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dence at Bled in the Julian Alps, on the confines of
Austria and Italy. The diplomatic corps followed him
there and were thankful for the comfort of modern
hotels and the pleasant odour of old Austria. Bled
was utterly non-Balkan. A Serb there must feel he is
abroad. The shopkeepers speak German by preference.
Croats and Slovenes talk German there to show that
they are cultured. For these races, although politically
abjuring the old Austria, have an inferiority complex
and must talk German in order to affirm that they are
really Europeans and not barbarians from the Balkan
peninsula. Alexander, with his wife and children, spent
the happiest and most carefree part of his life at Bled.
His cousin, Prince Paul, took a villa twelve miles
from Bled, beside the romantic lake of Bohinja. He
lived there with his wife and family, often entertaining
relatives of the Greek court, Prince Nicholas, Princess
Helena and their daughter, the Princess Marina, who
afterwards married the Duke of Kent. There was an
English governess. Everyone spoke English. Alexan-
der and Marie were frequent visitors, and as the Queen
of Jugoslavia preferably spoke English there was a
strong British influence in that corner of the realm.
It was decided to give the King's sons an English
education. Curious how Alexander, who had no affilia-
tion with Great Britain, pursued the same course as
Nicholas of Russia had done. The court language in
St. Petersburg was also English. But otherwise Prince
Paul did not have much influence on the King. It is
doubtful whether Alexander ever sought his cousin's
advice on political questions. He was fond of him.
They had romped together as children. But until he
nominated him to be Regent, in case of his sudden death,
he never meditated allowing him to share in the respon-
sibilities of government. He acquired for him a villa at
Dedinje and had it put in order so that they might be
neighbours in Belgrade also, but Paul and his family
did not spend much time there, much preferring Bohinja